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According to various Haitian and international human rights organizations, the political and human
rights situation in Haiti continues to deteriorate. A Nov. 23 report by UN special human rights
rapporteur for Haiti Marco Tulio Bruni Celli, the military-supported de facto regime is following a
policy of "preventive repression." The UN report indicates abuses committed between October 1991
and August 1992 include about 3,000 summary executions and 1,432 cases of arbitrary detention,
while at least 300,000 people have abandoned their homes in the rural areas, either to flee to the
cities or to leave the country. According to Bruni Celli, repression is particularly brutal in rural
areas, where possessing or distributing photographs of deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide
can be grounds for detention. The report indicated that in some cases the military has punished
entire communities in which portraits of Aristide or leaflets calling for his return have been found.
One day after release of the report, the UN General Assembly unanimously supported a resolution
calling on the international community to stop all sales of weapons, ammunition and oil to Haiti
and to join the trade embargo imposed on Haiti by the Organization of American States (OAS).
The resolution also recognized Aristide as the country's sole legitimate authority and expressed
concern over the persistence of human rights violations, particularly summary execution, forced
disappearances and torture. "We are extremely concerned by the suffering which the Haitian
people undergo at the hands of the de facto authorities," said Chilean Ambassador to the UN Jose
Ovalle. "The systematic violations of human rights is the responsibility of a dictatorship and must
end." On Dec. 9, Washington-based Americas Watch issued a report confirming the information
presented by the UN human rights rapporteur. The report indicated that the human rights situation
in Haiti has "deteriorated notably" since Aristide's overthrow Sept. 30, 1991. In a speech delivered
in Washington the following day, former president Jimmy Carter recommended that the US send
troops to Haiti under UN guidance to create a propitious climate for negotiations and prepare the
country for new elections. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 11/23/92, 11/25/92; Haitian Information
Service, Notimex, 12/01/92; Spanish news service EFE, 12/09/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/10/92)
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